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Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, Mashgiach of Ponevezh, (1885–1974). Born in Warsaw in 

Chassidim, he lost his mother at age five. At thirteen, he joined the 

at Lomza. Early in life, he moved to Radin to learn with the Chofetz Chaim

, Rav Yeruchom Levovitz, who was a talmid of the Alter

learned in Kelm, where he was fortunate to enjoy the close attention of Rav Tzvi Hirsch 

Alter), at whose table he ate his Shabbos meals. In 1919, while 

Rav Yeruchom was serving as Mashgiach, the Mirrer Yeshiva was exiled from its hometown 
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and mitvos, as well as 

Adar II); 

. He was a talmid of Rav 

Chiddushei HaRim, 

 Adar II); 

. Born in Warsaw in 

, he lost his mother at age five. At thirteen, he joined the Yeshiva 

Chofetz Chaim. There, he met 

Alter of Kelm. He then 

learned in Kelm, where he was fortunate to enjoy the close attention of Rav Tzvi Hirsch 

meals. In 1919, while 

was exiled from its hometown 
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of Mir, Poland, into Russia and then to Vilna. Rav Chatzkel, who was then learning in Mir, 

was asked by the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, to supervise the Yeshiva’s 

spiritual welfare until Rav Yeruchom returned. Rav Chatzkel was approached by Rav 

Aharon Kotler, who headed Yeshiva Eitz Chaim in Kletsk, to come and serve as Mashgiach 

ruchani in his Yeshiva. Rav Chatzkel accepted. In 1935, he moved to Eretz Yisrael to serve 

as Mashgiach of Yeshivas Lomza in Petach Tikva, which was headed by Rav Reuven Katz, 

but he moved back to serve as Mashgiach in Mir after the petira of Rav Yeruchom. After 

two years in America, he served as Mashgiach at the Mir in Eretz Yisrael, then, upon the 

passing of Rav Dessler, at Ponevezh, (5734/1974); 

� Rav Moshe Weber, (1914–2000) would go to the Western Wall from his home in Mea 

She’orim nearly every day to daven and to help visitors lay tefillin. Less publicly, he 

distributed enormous sums of tzedoka to the city’s poor. The Lubavitcher Rebbe said of him 

that he was one of the holiest and kindest people in the world. He published several 

volumes of Torah insights in Yorim Moshe. There is an ongoing periodical of his teachings 

distributed weekly called Shemu Us’chi Nafshechem, which also offers for sale his audio 

recordings, (5760/2000); 

� Rav Yitzchok Shlomo Zilberman, (5688–5761/1928–2001). 

� ���������������5����
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� Rav Dovid of Dinov, father of Rav Tzvi Elimelech Shapira. Rav Dovid was the mechaber 

of Tzemach Dovid and the son of Rav Tzvi Elimelech, the Bnei Yissoschor, (5634/1874); 

� Rav Meir Yechiel Haldshtok, founder of the court of Ostrovtze, (1851–1928), a talmid of 

Rav Elimelech of Grodzinsk, a scion of the Kozhnitzer dynasty. Ostrovtze was one of two 

courts in Poland known for their Yeshivos and high level of learning; the other was 

Sochatchov. Rav Meir Yechiel’s intricate sermons, which drew heavily on gematria, came 

to be known as “Ostgrovotze pshetlach”. They have been collected in Meir Einei 

Chachomim, and his teachings on Bereishis in Ohr Torah, (5688/1928); 

� Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, Av Bais Din and Rav of Yerushalayim before the State of 

Israel was established, (5608–5692/1848–1932 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yehuda Greenwald, Av Bais Din of Satmar, mechaber of Shevet MiYehuda, 

(5680/1920); 

� Rav Shmuel Engel, (1853–1935). Born in Tarno, Galicia, he was Rav of Radomishla 

(Radimishla) from 1888. Authored Sheilos Uteshuvos Maharash, (5695/1935); 

� Rav Yitzchok Kalisch, Amshinover Rebbe, New York. Son of Rav Yosef Kalisch of 

Amshinov, grandson of Rav Menachem Kalisch of Amshinov, (5753/1993); 

� Rav Yaakov Chaim Jofen (Yaffen), Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Yosef and the son of Rav 

Avrohom Jofen, the son-in-law of the Alter of Novardok. Following his bar mitzva he 

studied at Baranovich for one year under Rav Dovid Rapaport, and then for a year under 

Rav Elchonon Wasserman. During these two years he lived with his uncle, the Mashgiach, 

Rav Yisrael Yaakov Lubchansky. Later he returned to Bialystok to study under his father at 

Yeshivas Bais Yosef. In 1941, he arrived in the U.S. with his father. He began giving shiurim 

that year at Yeshivas Bais Yosef, and continued to do so for the next sixty years, (5677–

5763/1917–2003 – Adar II). 

� ���������������5����
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� Rav Yoel Sirkis of Cracow, the Bach, (1561–1641), mechaber of Bayis Chodosh on the Tur, 

in which he traces each law to its source in the Gemora. In his youth, he studied under Rav 

Shlomo Leibush of Lublin and Rav Meshulom Feivush in Brisk. He had several rabbinic 
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appointments throughout Poland, lastly as chief Rav of Cracow in 1619. He was the teacher 

and father-in-law of Rav Dovid HaLevi, the Taz, (5401/1641); 

� Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, (1910–1995), born in the Sha’arei Chessed neighborhood 

of Yerushalayim to Rav Chaim Yehuda Leib Auerbach, mechaber of Chacham Lev and Rosh 

Yeshiva of Shaar HaShomayim. Rav Shlomo Zalman learned at Etz Chaim Yeshiva. He 

married Chaya Rivka Ruchamkin on Erev Purim 1930. During the following nineteen years 

he wrote Meorei Eish on the laws of electricity, Ma’adanei Ha’aretz on laws regarding 

agriculture in Eretz Yisrael and a commentary on Shev Shma’atsa. In 1949, he left Eitz 

Chaim to succeed Rav Yechiel Schlesinger as Rosh Yeshiva of Kol Torah Yeshiva in the 

Rechavia section of Yerushalayim. He was the mechaber of Minchas Shlomo. His brother-

in-law was Rav Sholom Schwadron. His Piskei Halocha on Shabbos are found throughout 

the sefer Shmiras Shabbos Kehilchosa, written by his talmid, Rav Yehoshua Neuwirth, 

(5755/1995); 

� Rav Refoel Blum, the Kashau Rav, who replanted his Chassidic community from Europe 

to Bedford Hills in Westchester County, New York, (5670–5765/1910–2005). 

� Rav Itzele Ponevezher, Rosh Yeshiva in Slabodka and Ponevezh, (5679/1919);�

� ���������������5����
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� Rav Meir Schiff HaKohen, the Maharam Schiff. Born in Frankfurt am Main, he became 

Rav of the nearby town of Fulda at the age of seventeen. His chiddushim on the Talmud are 

terse, incisive and profound. Soon after being appointed Rav of Prague, he was niftar at the 

age of thirty-six and was buried in Frankfurt, (5401/1641); 

� Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, mechaber of Noam Elimelech, (1717–1787). Learned under 

the Maggid of Mezritch. Among his talmidim were Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel of Apta, 

the Chozeh of Lublin, the Maggid of Kozhnitz, and Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov, 

(5547/1787); 

� Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Spector, Rav of Kovno (1817–1896), lived in Kovno 1866–1896, 

the third son of Rav Yisrael Isser ben Elchonon, the Rav of the Lithuanian town of Roush, 

located in the Grodno district. After he married (Sora Raizel), he moved to Volkovisk, 

where his father-in-law comfortably supported him. The Rav in Volkovisk at that time was 

Rav Binyomin Diskin. A great luminary himself, he was also famous for his illustrious son, 

Rav Yoshua Leib Diskin, the Rav of Brisk, who later moved to Eretz Yisrael. Rav Binyomin 

Diskin was so impressed with Yitzchok Elchonon that he set up a special chavrusa to study 

with him Choshen Mishpot two hours a day. In 1837, when he was twenty years old, he 

accepted the offer to become Rav of the small village of Zebelen, and then became Rav in 

Baraze in 1839. He became Rav of Novardok in 1851 and Rav of Kovno in 1864. He held 

the position in Kovno for thirty-two years. He authored Be’er Yitzchok and Ein Yitzchok 

(both teshuvos) and Nachal Yitzchok on Choshen Mishpot, (5656/1896); 

� Rav Shlomo Yosef Zevin, editor of the Talmudical Encyclopedia, (5736/1978); 

� Rav Yitzchok Horowitz of Stetchin, (1862–1940). His father was a direct descendant of 

Rav Naftoli Tzvi of Ropshitz, and his uncle was the Imrei Noam of Dzikov. Rav Yitzchok 

was succeeded by his son Rav Yehuda, who moved to New York before passing away in 

1982, (5700/1940); 

� Tchaba Rav of London, (5749/1989); 

� Mr. Avrohom Dov Kohn, principal of Gateshead Seminary, (5748/1988); 

� Rav Doniel Schur, a strong presence in Cleveland’s Jewish community as a Rav, mohel and 

educator. He was appointed Rav of Bais Medrash HaGodol-Heights Jewish Center, 
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(5766/2006). 

� ���������������5����
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� Rav Yaakov of Novominsk, father of Rav Yehuda Aryeh Perlow of Vlodova (1878–1961) 

and Rav Alter Yisrael Shimon Perlow of Novominsk, (5662/1902); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel HaLevi Epstein (1829–1908). Born in Bobroysk, mechaber of the 

Aruch HaShulchon, Rav of Novardok for thirty-four years, father of Rav Boruch HaLevi 

Epstein (mechaber of Torah Temima) and grandfather of Rav Meir Bar-Ilan, with whom he 

learned in Novardok, (5668/1908 – Adar II); 

� Rav Eliezer Dovid of Radoshitz, (5687/1927); 

� Rav Avrohom Dov Ber Kahana-Shapiro, chief Rav of Kovno before and during World 

War II (1870–1943). Born in Kobrin on Yom Kippur, his father, Shlomo Zalman, was a 

descendant of Rav Chaim Volozhiner. Rav Avrohom attended the Volozhin Yeshiva. He was 

president of the Agudas HoRabbonim of Lithuania and came to America in March 1924 

with Rav Kook and Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein, to collect funds for Torah institutions in 

Eretz Yisrael and Europe. His piskei halocha can be found in the sefer D’var Avrohom, 

(5703/1943); 

� Rav Reuven Grozovsky, Rosh Yeshiva of Kamenitz and Torah Voda’as, (1896–1958), 

successor of Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz at Kaminetz. When Rav Reuven was a young man 

studying in the Slobodka Yeshiva, his father, the Dayan of Minsk, passed away. His 

colleagues at Slobodka included Rav Yaakov Yitzchok HaLevi Ruderman, Rav Yaakov 

Kaminetsky, Rav Aharon Kotler and Rav Yitzchok Hutner, (5718/1958); 

� Rav Yisrael Moshe Dushinsky, (1921–2003). Born in Chust, Hungary, to Rav Yosef Tzvi 

Dushinsky, Rav of Chust (later to become Rav and Av Bais Din of the Eida Chareidis of 

Yerushalayim), he was his father’s first son, born when his father was fifty years old. After 

many years and many berochos, Rav Yosef Tzvi received a berocha from Rav Yechezkel 

Shraga of Shinava, who also gave him his sefer, Ayala Shelucha, printed in memory of the 

Shinava Rav’s son, Naftoli, who was niftar on the 21st of Kislev, 1864. The following year, 

on the exact date of Rav Naftoli’s yahrzeit, Yisrael Moshe was born. His middle name was 

in honor of his great uncle, the Maharam Shick. The family moved to Eretz Yisrael in Adar 

of 1930, one month before the petira of Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld. He was married to 

the daughter of Rav Dovid Yehoshua Gross, Rosh HaKohol of the Satmar Kehilla, in 1945. 

On Erev Sukkos of 1949, his father was niftar, and the twenty-seven-year-old Rav Yisrael 

Moshe was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Dushinsky. In 1969, he was inducted as a member of 

the Eida Chareidis. He became S’gan Bais Din after the Satmar Rebbe’s petira and the Av 

Bais Din in 1996, (5763/2003 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yeshaya Shimonowitz, Rosh Yeshiva Rav Yaakov Yosef, (5758/1998). 

� ���������������5����
�?�!��
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� Rav Chaim Cheikel (Chaikel) of Amdur (Indura). Born to Rav Shmuel in Karlin, he was a 

talmid of the Vilna Gaon, and later became a talmid of Rav Dov Ber, the Maggid of 

Mezritch. Rav Chaim became one of the first Chassidic Admorim in 1772–73. He authored 

Chaim Vochesed. Amdur is about twenty-five miles south of Grodno (Horodno). Amdur and 

Grodno are located in the northwest corner of what is now the independent country of 

Belarus, close to the Lithuanian and Polish borders. During the Cossack revolt of 1648 

against Polish landowners and gentry, over 100,000 Jews, mostly in Ukraine and southern 

Belarus, were murdered. However, the marauders did not advance north to the Grodno 

region. Jews comprised 80 percent of the population in Grodno at that time. Rav Chaim’s 
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daughter married Moshe, the brother of Aharon, founder of Karlin Chassidus. Rav Chaim 

was succeeded by his son, Rav Shmuel of Amdur, (5547/1787); 

� Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Rabinowitz of Biala (Divrei Bina), youngest son of Rebbe Nathan 

Dovid, son-in-law of Rebbe Yehoshua of Ostrovoh (the Toldos Odom), and great-grandson 

of Yaakov Yitzchok Rabinowitz, the Yid HaKodosh of Peshis’cha, (5665/1905 – Adar II); 

� Rav Refoel Shapiro, the Toras Refoel, Rosh Yeshiva Volozhin, (1837–1921). After the 

Volozhin Yeshiva was closed down in 1892 by order of the Russian government, he 

reopened it, on a smaller scale, in 1899. He was a son-in-law of the Netziv and the father-in-

law of Rav Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk, (5681/1921 – Adar II); 

� Rav Michel Dovid Rozovsky, (1869–1935). Born in Svarjen, near Stoibetz, he learned in 

Mir and Volozhin. After his marriage, he was appointed Rav in Grodna, in which capacity 

he remained for forty years. He was the father of three sons: Rav Yehoshua Heschel, who 

served as Rav in Grodna, until he was murdered by the Nazis; Rav Yosef, who served as 

Rosh Yeshiva of Ohr Yisrael in Petach Tikva; and Rav Shmuel, who would become Rosh 

Yeshiva in Ponevezh in Bnei Brak, (5695/1935); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meir Alter of Ger (Chiddushei HaRim), (1799–1866). The founder of the 

Gerrer dynasty and the grandfather of the Sfas Emes, Rav Yitzchok Meir was able to trace 

his lineage back to Rav Meir ben Boruch (the Maharam) of Rottenberg (1215–1293). His 

mother, Chaya Sora, was orphaned early in life and was raised by her relative, the 

Kozhnitzer Maggid. The Maggid had a great influence on Yitzchok Meir during the latter’s 

early years. As he grew, he became a talmid of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha and then 

Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. At the insistence of the Chassidim, the Chiddushei 

HaRim became leader after the death of the Kotzker. At the first Chassidic gathering over 

which he presided, he declared, “Rav Simcha Bunem led with love, and Rav Menachem 

Mendel with fear. I will lead with Torah!” He had thirteen children and outlived them all, a 

tremendous personal tragedy. Yet, he accepted it all with love, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Shlomo Zefrani, born in Aram Soba (Aleppo). He became a close talmid of Rav Ezra 

Sha’in. Together with Rav Moshe Tawil, he founded the Degel HaTorah Yeshiva. His 

community supported him as well as the Yeshiva. At the age of sixty-eight, he moved to 

Eretz Yisrael and settled in Tel Aviv. He lived there for nine years, until his petira, 

(5730/1970); 

� Rav Yehuda Moshe Danziger (Danzcyger), Alexandria Rebbe of Bnei Brak (Emunas 

Moshe), (5733/1973); 

� Rav Yisrael Grossman, (1922–2007). Born in the old city of Yerushalayim, Rav Yisrael 

studied at the Yeshiva of Rav Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky, where he learned Maseches Kiddushin 

thirty times. He later learned at Yeshiva Kaminetz. After Rav Boruch Shimon Schneerson 

became Rosh Yeshiva in Tchebin, Rav Yisrael replaced him as Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva 

Chabad, where he remained for thirty years. He also served as a Dayan for the Bais Din of 

Agudas Yisrael for over forty years and later opened a Bais Din for monetary laws with Rav 

Betzalel Zolti and helped found Mifal Hashas. He was also very involved with Chinuch 

Atzmai, (5767/2007). 

� � �������������5����
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� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Margulies of Prague, (5285/1525); 

� Rav Chaim Algazi of Kushta, mechaber of Nesivos HaMishpot, talmid of Rav Shlomo 

Algazi, Rav of Rhodes. [Dr. Fred Rosner cites Rav Chaim Yitzchok Algazi in Responsa 

Derech Eitz Chaim]; 
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� Rav Betzalel Yair Danziger of Lodz, (5521/1761); 

� Rav Binyomin Diskin of Horodna and Vilna, (5604/1844); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meyer of Alesk, (1829–1904). Born in Belz to Rav Chanoch Heinech of 

Alesk, mechaber of Lev Somei’ach, and Rebbetzin Freide, daughter of the Sar Sholom of 

Belz. After learning with his maternal grandfather, he became a Chassid of Rav Yisrael of 

Ruzhin, and later of his son, Rav Dovid Moshe of Chortkov. With his father’s petira in 

1884, Rav Yitzchok became Rav in Alesk. He had one daughter, and his son-in-law 

succeeded him, (5664/1904); 

� Rav Yitzchok of Stutchin, (5700/1940); 

� Rav Chaim Osher of Radoshitz, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Yehoshua Menachem Ehrenberg, (1904–1976). Born in Kemesce, Hungary. In 1921, 

he moved to Tarnow to learn in the Yeshiva of Rav Meir Arik. Living in Cracow, Rav 

Ehrenberg published his first sefer, Roshei Besomim on the Roke’ach, in 1937. During 

World War II, he was interned in the Cracow ghetto. He was included in the “Kastner train”, 

escaping to Switzerland. In 1945, he moved to Yerushalayim. In November of 1947, he 

heeded the request of Rav Herzog to be the chief Rav of the internment camp on Cyprus; he 

stayed until the camp was entirely dismantled and came back to Eretz Yisrael on the last 

ship. He was then appointed Av Bais Din in Yaffo. When Yaffo was joined to Tel Aviv, he 

served as a specialist on Gittin, and was widely regarded as the foremost posek in this area. 

He wrote the sefer Teshuvos Dvar Yehoshua, (5736/1976 – Adar II); 

� Rav Gad (God’l) Eisner. Taught at the Talmud Torah of Rav Gershon Eliyohu Liz in Lodz 

before World War II, and for many years was maggid shiur and mashgiach ruchani at 

Yeshiva Chiddushei HaRim in Tel Aviv, (5745/1985); 

� Rav Meir Soloveitchik, (5776/2016 – Adar II). 
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