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N Begins Motzai Shabbos (Aug 11™)

Rav Yitzchok ben Rav Avrohom Shlomo, head of the Bais Din in Gadid, (5680/1920);

Rav Yaacov Mizrachi, Sefardi sage with the title HaTorah B’Yisrael (the Torah in Yisrael),
(5740/1980);

Rav Yehoshua Zeitlin of Shklov, (5582/1822).
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2§ # -~ Begins Sunday Night (Aug 12™)

Rav Yisrael Elozor Hopstein of Kozhnitz, (5726/1966);

Rav Yitzchok bar Sheshes, the Rivash (1326-1407/1408), was born in Valencia, the son of
Rav Sheshes Perfet, and settled early in life at Barcelona, where he studied under Rav Perez
HaKohen and Rav Chasdei ben Yehuda. Rav Yitzchok is considered a talmid of Rav
Shlomo ben Rav Aderes (the Rashba) as he followed his teachings, though he actually
studied under Rav Nissim ben Rav Reuven (known as the RaN), for whom he professed
throughout his life the greatest veneration. He acquired a worldwide reputation as a
Talmudic authority; Halachic inquiries were addressed to him from all quarters and he was
considered a Sefardi Talmudic authority. He wrote commentaries on the Talmud, Torah and
Halochos and served as Rav of Saragossa. He strongly opposed Aristotle’s approach and
strongly discouraged the study of Kabbola. When the widespread massacres started in 1391
CE, Rivash fled to the safety of North Africa, settling in Algiers. There he was appointed to
be chief Rav, a position recognized by the Algerian government.

Generally, he led a private life, earning his livelihood in commerce until he was
about fifty years old, when he was compelled to accept a position as a Rav. Together with
six other prominent men of Barcelona, among whom was his younger brother, Rav Yehuda
ben Rav Sheshes and his teacher the RaN, he was thrown into prison on a false accusation.
After his acquittal, he accepted the Rabbinate of Saragossa. While Rav in Saragossa, there
was conflict stirred up by the Dayan Rav Yosef ben Rav Dovid. As a consequence, he
accepted the less important Rabbinate of Calatayud; but when he was on the point of
leaving Saragossa the leaders of that community induced him to stay. The peace, however,
did not remain long undisturbed, and he settled in Valencia, where he directed a Talmudical
school.

In 1391, the Jews of Spain suffered great persecution as a result of the preaching of
Fernandes Martinez. Rivash saved himself by flight. After sojourning a certain time at
Miliana he settled in Algiers, where he was received with great honor.

A certain Spanish refugee who had settled in Algiers before him aspired to become
the leader of the community, and, seeing in Rivash a rival, began to persecute him. To give
Rivash the power necessary to act against this man, Rav Shaul HaKohen Astrue persuaded
the government to appoint Rivash the Rav of Algiers. But this won for him a still more
powerful enemy in the person of Rav Shimon ben Rav Zemah Duran (Rashbaz), who
disapproved of any intervention on the part of the government in the affairs of the
Rabbinate.

Notwithstanding these events, Rivash was greatly venerated by the Algerian Jews,
and pilgrimages to his tomb are still made on the anniversary of his Yahrzeit, since his
petira in 1408. His tombstone was restored by the community of Algiers in 1862.

Rivash was the mechaber of 518 responsa, to which great Halachic value is attached
by men like Rav Yosef Caro, Rav Yaakov Berab and many others. They are also of great
historical importance as reflecting the conditions of Jewish life in the fourteenth century. In
some of them are to be found details of the author’s life; but unfortunately it is impossible to
trace these chronologically, the original order of the responsa having been altered by the
editors.



Although Rivash was very strict in his Halachic decisions, he was far from being
narrow-minded. He has nothing to say against secular knowledge; he disapproves of the
study of Aristotle only because the latter professed belief in the eternity of matter and
denied Hashem’s providence. Rivash’s responsa evidence a profound knowledge of the
philosophical writings of his time. In one of them (No. 118) he explains the difference
between the opinion of Rav Levi ben Rav Gershom (Ralbag) and that of Rav Avrohom ben
Rav Dovid of Posquiéres (RABaD) on free will, and gives his own views on that
complicated subject. His attitude to Kabbola was ambivalent. He advised against involving
oneself with it unless one has received it from an adept teacher; since he had not done so, he
wrote, he could not address its claims.

Rivash’s responsa were first published under the title She’elos UTeshuvos, in
Constantinople in 1546-47. A newer collection of the responsa was published under the title
She’elos UTeshuvos HaRibash HaChadoshos by Rav Dovid Frenkl at Muncas. In addition
to these, he wrote novelle on the Talmud which are no longer in existence. They are
mentioned by him in his responsa (No. 106), and some of them, on the treatise Kesubos, are
cited by Rav Bezalel Ashkenazi in the Shitta Mekubetzes. Rav Azulai said that he had seen a
manuscript containing a commentary on the Torah by Rivash, (5167/5168-1407/1408);

Rav Eliezer ben Rav Yisrael Hager of Vizhnitz, the Damesek Eliezer, born to the Ahavas
Yisrael of Vizhnitz, a small town in Bukovina on the eastern slopes of the Carpathian
Mountains. He married Chava, daughter of Rav Yitzchok Meir of Kapishnitz. He is buried
on Har HaZeisim, (1891-5706/1946);

Rav Avrohom Yaakov Friedman, Hy’’d, of Boyan-Lvov (Lemberg), Galicia, mechaber of
Nachalas Yaakov, third of the four sons of Rav Yitzchok of Boyan, the Pachad Yitzchok. He
was murdered by the Nazis, (5702/1942);

Rav Shmuel Dovid Walkin, son of the Pinsker Rav, the Bais Aharon, Rav in Shanghai
during World War Il and after the War in Queens, New York, (5739/1979).

§ # ~ Begins Monday Night (Aug 13™)

Rav Moshe Charif of Pressburg, (5518/1758);

Rav Yissochor Dov Ber (Bertche) Leifer of Nadvorna ben Rav Yitzchok of Kalisch, a
great-grandson of Rav Meir HaGodol of Premishlan, (5608/1848);

Rav Meshulom Zusia of Zhinkov, grandson of the Ohev Yisrael of Apta, (5624/1864);

Rav Avrohom Tzvi Eisenstadt (1813-1868). Born in Grodno, Russia, he became Rav of
Utian. He is most famous for two publications: Pirchei Teshuva, a running commentary on
Shulchon Aruch, and Pis’chei Teshuva, which follows the approach and format of Shaarei
Teshuva, (5628/1868);

Rav Yitzchok Tzadika of Jerba, Tunisia, (5640/1880);

Rav Avrohom Yitzchok HaKohen Kook, chief Rav of Eretz Yisrael for nineteen years of
his life (1865-1935), (5695/1935);

Rav Yitzchok Yeshaya Halberstam, Hy’d, of Tchetchov was the youngest son of Rav
Chaim of Sanz through his third wife, Rochel Unger. Rav Yitzchok Yeshaya had four
children: Hena, who married her cousin’s son, Menachem Mendel Halberstam, Yaakov
Tzvi, who married his cousin, Chaya Sora Rosenfeld, Chaim Halberstam (1882-1956), and
Yechezkel Shraga Halberstam (born 1905), (1864-5703/1943);

Rav Moshe Friedman, Hy’d, (known as “Rav Moishenyu”) of Boyan-Cracow (1881-



1943). A son of Rav Sholom Yosef of Husyatin and great-grandson of Rav Yisrael of
Rizhin, he married his cousin, Miriam, whose father, Rav Menachem Nachum of Boyan-
Czernowitz, was the son of the Pachad Yitzchok of Boyna. After the wedding, they lived
with the Pachad Yitzchok in Boyan for thirteen years. In 1934, Rav Meir Shapiro of Lublin
passed away, and Rav Moishenyu replaced him. He lived in Cracow, and then Tarnow in
1940. On the 2" of Elul of 5703, he and seven thousand Jews of Tarnow were sealed into
cattle cars and taken to Auschwitz; the survivors of the trip, including Rav Moishenyu, were
gassed to death, (5703/1943);

Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz (1886-1948/5708). Pursuing his dream, to “dot the
American continent with Hebrew day schools”, he founded Torah UMesorah, and he
established his Bais Medrash I’Mechanchim in Monsey, New York, as well as Yeshiva Torah
V’Daas. He used to ask to be called Mister Mendlowitz, to which one of the great
Tzaddikim said, “His name is “Nister” Mendlowitz.” Rav Moshe Feinstein said that without
him there would be no fear of Hashem in all of America, (5708/1948);

Rav Sholom Eichenstein of Ziditchov-Tzfas ben Rav Osher Yeshaya, (5748/1988).

§ # ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Aug 14™)

.

Rav Arye Leib Teumim, mechaber of Gur Aryeh, (5591/1831);

Rav Yeshaya of Przedborz (1756-1831). Born in Lask, near Lodz, he was descended from
a Rabbinical family. His great-grandfather, Rav Meir Getz, was the Rav of Lask and of
Piotrkow. His father, Rav Meir, died when Rav Yeshaya was young, leaving no other son.
When he was fourteen, a wealthy businessman from Przedborz took Rav Yeshaya as a son-
in-law. There, he met the Yid HaKodosh, Rav Yaakov Yitzchok. Together, they traveled to
Lithuania to learn from the Chozeh, (5591/1831);

Rav Meir Simcha ben Rav Shimshon Klonymus HaKohen of Dvinsk, the Ohr Some’ach
and Meshech Chochma (1843-1926/5686). In a famous, near-prophetic passage written
before 1926, he presents a brilliant theory of Jewish history in exile and refers to those who
forget their origins and think “Berlin is Yerushalayim”, and are doomed to destruction
(B’chukosai). Rav Meir Simcha served as Rav of Dvinsk for nearly forty years. Rav Meir
Simcha was a strong supporter of the settlement of Eretz Yisrael and greeted the Balfour
Declaration with enthusiasm. In 1906, he was offered the position of Rav of Yerushalayim
but bowed to the entreaties of his congregants to remain in Dvinsk, (5686/1926);

Rav Eliyohu Kramer, grandfather of the Vilna Gaon;

Rav Yechiel Fischel Eisenbach, Rosh Yeshiva of Sha’ar HaShomayim, and one of the
greatest teachers of the teachings of the Arizal and Rashash. He was the son-in-law of Rav
Asher Zelig Margolies, (5768/2008).

§ # - Begins Wednesday Night (Aug 15™)
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Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmani (1706/1707 — 1779) The Zera
Shimshon, Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel Nachmani, was born in 5467
(1706/1707) into an illustrious family with great Rabbinical lineage. He studied the revealed
and concealed parts of the Torah by the Torah greats of his day.

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was recognized as a holy and
pious individual, as well as a tremendous Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. He passed away
on the 6™ of Elul 5539 (1779).

His Seforim were named, Toldos Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and
Zera Shimshon (The *Seed’ of Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the Torah. In his introduction, he
explains that since his only son had died during his lifetime, he wrote his Seforim to perpetuate
his own memory after his passing.

The following is his passionate request to learn his works.

“l implore of you with ten terms of supplication to choose from my Chiddushim (novella) the
piece that finds favor in your eyes, for your learning will sooth my soul etc...

“This righteousness will stand by you forever — to ‘eat’ in this world, and be satiated in the
next. In this merit, Hashem will repay you with children, health and sustenance.

*“...and now my brothers and friends etc. do a true kindness, and with your eyes you will see
children and grandchildren surrounding your table, houses filled with all that is good, wealth
and honor will not cease from your children...”

His Divrei Torah are available weekly (in English) upon request at zerashimshon@gmail.com
Rav Moshe Mintz, mechaber of Sha’alos U’teshuvos Maharam Mintz. His teacher was Rav
Yaakov Weil, the Mahari Weil, Rav of Augsburg and Erfurt, (5591/1831);

Rav Gershon Shaul Yom Tov Lipman Heller (1579-1654/5414). Born several days after the
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passing of his father, Nosson, he was raised by his grandfather, Rav Moshe Wallerstein HaLevi
Heller in Vienna. At the age of thirteen, he was sent to study in Prague with the MaHaRaL. At
eighteen, he was appointed to the MaHaRaL’s judicial court in Prague, a position he held for
twenty-seven years. In 1622, he left Prague for Nikolsburg where he served as Rav and Av Bais
Din. However, after six months he was called to serve in Vienna as Av Bais Din. In 1627, he
was chosen to head the Bais Din of Prague. However, after only six months, he was imprisoned
for forty days, after which he was released penniless. He was forbidden to practice his
profession as well. By 1630, the ban was lifted and in 1631, he was asked to take a position in
Nimerov. In 1634, he was elected Rav in Ludmir where he remained for a total of seven years.
In 1641, he became Av Bais Din and Rav of the Jewish community in Cracow, where he passed
away thirteen years later. He is buried in the Cracow cemetery along the fence in the area
devoted to the poor and the needy. In addition to his famous sefer, Tosefos Yom Tov, one of the
most important commentaries on Mishna, he authored the sefer Tzuras HaBayis, a detailed
explanation of Rashi’s view of the Third Bais HaMikdosh as described by Yechezkel (chapters
40-43), (5414/1654);

Rav Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum, Av Bais Din of Sighet, Romania, the Yetev Lev (1808 [or
1818]-1883/5643), son of Rav Eliezer (Nissan) Teitelbaum, Av Bais Din of Drahbitsch
(Drogobytz), and grandson of Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, the Yismach Moshe. He is also the
grandfather of the Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel. Shortly after his marriage, he was invited to
become Av Bais Din of Stropkov in 1832, which led to similar positions in Ujhely (1841),
Gorlitz, Drahbitsch (1857), and Sighet (1858). In addition to Yetev Lev, he authored Yetev
Ponim, Avnei Tzedek and Rav Tov L’Bais Yisrael, (5643/1883);

Rav Yechezkel Sarna, born in Horodok, near Minsk (1891-1969/5729). He was a great
Tzaddik and talmid of the Chofetz Chaim. At the age of eleven, he went to Slobodka, near
Kovno. In 1903, he started learning at Yeshiva Knesses Yisrael, under the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav
Chaim Rabinowitz. A year later, Rav Yechezkel went with Rav Rabinowitz to Telz, only to
return in 1907, now under Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, the Alter of Slobodka. At that time,
Slobodka’s Bais Medrash was filled with some of the great Torah scholars of Lithuania,
including Rav Aharon Kotler, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, and Rav Eliezer Menachem Man
Shach. In 1924, the Lithuanian government had decided to revoke the right of Yeshiva talmidim
to an exemption from army service. After consulting with the Alter, it was decided that part of
the Yeshiva should be transferred to Eretz Yisrael, particularly Chevron. In 1926, a new
Mashpia Ruchani was appointed: Rav Leib Chasman. After the petira of the Alter in the winter
of 1917, Rav Yechezkel gained recognition as the mussar leader in the citadel of the Alter,
along with Rav Leib Chasman. In Av of 1929, blood baths inundated the country; one of the
worst hit was the Jewish settlement in Chevron. During the infamous savage massacre by
Chevron’s Arabs, twenty-four of the Yeshiva’s talmidim lost their lives. He himself had gone to
Yerushalayim on the Thursday prior to the Shabbos of the massacre, but due to the tense
situation he was unable to return to Chevron in time for Shabbos. Rebuilding slowly in
Yerushalayim, by Rosh HaShana the Yeshiva had already assumed once more the form of a
Yeshiva in the full sense of that term, (5729/1969);

Rav Meir Zvi Ehrentreu, Manchester Rosh Yeshiva and Rosh Kollel. He was born in Frankfurt
in 5690/1930, the son of Rav Yisrael Ehrentreu, principal of Prestwich Jewish Day School in
the U.K. In time, Rav Meir Zvi went to England and learned under Rav Moshe Schneider in
London and later in the Gateshead Yeshiva. Today there are a handful of large centers of Jewish
population in Northern England. Quite rapidly, Rav Meir Zvi became known for his
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outstanding hasmoda, unique character traits and in-depth studying. He married the daughter of
Rav Yehuda Zev Segal. Among his descendents are four sons — his bechor and successor as
Rosh HaKollel, Rav Moshe Yitzchok, Rav Shloime Zalman, Rav Aharon, and Rav Avrohom
Ehrentreu of Antwerp. His brother is Rav Yona Yosef Ehrentreu, the Rav of the Adas Yeshurun
community of Bnei Brak. He passed away at the age of seventy, (5760/2000);

Rav Avrohom Dovid Horowitz, the Strasbourger Rav (1911-2004), son of Rav Shlomo
Yehuda Friedlander, the Av Bais Din of Bulechov, and Rebbetzin Resha. His mother was the
daughter of Rav Pinchas Halevi Horowitz, mechaber of Bais Pinchas and Pis’cha Zuta. When
he was four years old, his mother was niftar; five years later, his father also passed away. He
crossed the border from Galicia to Hungary to join his grandfather, who was then Rav of
Grosvardein, and adopted his family name. In 1934, he married the daughter of the Ratzferter
Rebbe, a descendant of the Divrei Chaim. He served as a Dayan in Grosvardein, then as a Rosh
Yeshiva of the Vizhnitzer Yeshiva there. His family was deported to Auschwitz and Birkenau,
where he lost his wife and five daughters. After the War, he served as Rav of Landsberg and
Augsburg and there opened the first post-war Yeshiva, together with his uncle, the
Klausenberger Rebbe. He remarried and became Av Bais Din and Rav of Strasbourg, where he
stayed for thirty years. In 1978, he moved to Yerushalayim and took the position of Chaver
HaBadatz in the Bais Din of the Eida Chareidis. Many of his chiddushim are recorded in
Kinyon Torah, (5764/2004).

$ #- @' D s
Rav Reuven Margalios (1889-1971). His published works range from biographies and history
books to discussions of the behavior of Talmudic Sages, including behavior which is seemingly
unusual, and explains it in light of those Sages’ Halachic opinions. It truly appears that there
was no section of Shas or Medrash, no Rishon or Acharon, and no aspect of Kabbola which
was not at Rav Margalios’s fingertips. His works include Malachei Elyon (an encyclopedia on
angels), Margoliyos HaYom (a commentary on Maseches Sanhedrin), Nefesh Chaya (a
commentary on Shulchon Aruch), Nitzotzei Zohar (a commentary on the Zohar and Tikkunei
Zohar), Olelos (essays on Tanach, Shas, the siddur and history), and many others, (5731/1971);
Rav Eliyohu Chaim, Darshan (preacher), father of Rav Yosef Chaim (the Ben Ish Chai),
(5619/1859);
Rav Chisdai Perachya of Salonika, mechaber of Toras Chessed, (5438/1678);

Rav Arye Leib Lopian, Rosh Yeshiva of Gateshead, (5739/1979).
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